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Dept. of VA, Edward Hines Jr. Hospital Veterinary Medical Unit

North Chicago VA Medical Center Veterinary Medical Unit

IACUC Policy 
Pilot Studies
The IACUC allows the chair in consultation with the veterinarian has the authority to approve pilot studies providing the following criteria are met:

1. The pilot study involves the development or implementation of novel techniques that have the potential to enhance animal welfare such as by decreasing the number of animals used (ex. Obtaining more reliable data) or by decreasing the potential for pain and distress experienced by the animal.

2. The pilot study must be a modification to a study that has been reviewed and approved by the IACUC.  The scope of the research cannot be expanded.    

The policy was reviewed on June 17th, 2008 by a quorum of a convened IACUC meeting. This action is reflected in the minutes of the said meeting.
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