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Mission Statement
The mission of the Blind Rehabilitation Center is to provide high quality blind rehabilitation service through the provision of a broad range of programs. 
We are a CARF Accredited Program.
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Chief’s Message 

[bookmark: _Toc341851124][bookmark: _Toc341851329]	“Some changes look negative on the surface but you will soon 	realize that space is being created in your life for something new 	to emerge.”- Eckhart Tolle
[bookmark: _Toc341851125]
[bookmark: _Toc341851330]This special issue of the CBRC TORCH was produced to acknowledge the many staffing changes that occurred this past year 2012.   Changes this year ranged from good, to bitter-sweet, and even sad.   We recognize the blind center is more than a program and a building, it is ‘people.’  People we work with, support, laugh with, cry with, and debate with.  Some individuals come into our lives for a short time, while others linger for years.  Both can leave lasting memories.  Our Center Hallway on the 2nd Floor of the Blind Rehabilitation Center communicates staff contributions on a daily basis.  Displayed here one finds a long history of staff who have dedicated 25 years or more of Service to government, Hines VA Hospital, and often the Blind Rehabilitation Center.  It is called our ‘Years of Service Wall.’  Many of these individuals have also since, retired, moved on to other life-long pursuits or passed away.  It is here that we are reminded that the blind center continues to move forward with the contributions by all of these individuals every day, every year.

[bookmark: _Toc341851126][bookmark: _Toc341851331]Whether you are a former staff member, colleague, retiree, patient or friend of the Blind Center, we wanted to share with you these changes and offer our best wishes or condolences on the events of this year that have shaped the future that lays ahead of us.


[bookmark: _Toc341851127][bookmark: _Toc341851332]Jerry Schutter






[bookmark: _Toc341851128][bookmark: _Toc341851333]“This is a new year, a new beginning, and things will change.” 
[bookmark: _Toc341851129][bookmark: _Toc341851334]–Taylor Swift




[bookmark: _Toc341851130][bookmark: _Toc341851335][bookmark: _Toc341857832]



[bookmark: _Toc341858003][bookmark: _Toc341860415][image: HELLO Graphic]New Faces

[bookmark: _Toc341851131][bookmark: _Toc341851336]A number of new faces have emerged at the Blind Center this year.  
We welcome these new staff with friendship and camaraderie. 

[bookmark: _Toc341851132][bookmark: _Toc341851337]	“Destiny is not a matter of 	change; it is a matter of 	choice.  It is not a thing to 	be waited for, it is a thing to 	be achieved.”
[bookmark: _Toc341851133][bookmark: _Toc341851338]	-William Jennings Bryan

[bookmark: _Toc341851134][bookmark: _Toc341851339]Laurie Schmitt, Ph.D.
[bookmark: _Toc341851135][bookmark: _Toc341851340]With Dr. Paul Fedirka’s retirement, the Blind Center multidisciplinary team was missing our team Psychologist.  As mentioned in the 2012 Fall Issue of the TORCH, Dr. Schmitt comes to us from Hines VA Spinal Cord Injury Unit.  She offers 20 years in the mental health field and is a welcome addition to our team BRC.

[bookmark: _Toc341850964][bookmark: _Toc341851136][bookmark: _Toc341851341]Karen Kwapis, NP
[bookmark: _Toc341850965][bookmark: _Toc341851137][bookmark: _Toc341851342]Our medical team also experienced a vacancy after Mary McKinstry’s retirement in May 2012.  Karen Kwapis, NP, joined our team from the Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation unit here at Hines, and is very familiar with Adult and Geriatric medicine in Rehabilitation.  She brings a wealth of experience to our unit, we are happy to have her.




[bookmark: _Toc341850966][bookmark: _Toc341851138][bookmark: _Toc341851343]

Linda Kolendowicz, R.N.
[bookmark: _Toc341850967][bookmark: _Toc341851139][bookmark: _Toc341851344]Our night shift nursing crew has changed significantly.  Filling in behind Chris DiPompeo, LPN, who retired December 2011, is Linda Kolendowicz, RN who comes to us from Hines Medical Intensive Care Unit.  Linda has been with Hines Nursing for approximately 12 years.    

[bookmark: _Toc341850968][bookmark: _Toc341851140][bookmark: _Toc341851345]Yvette Johnson-Ingram, LPN
[bookmark: _Toc341850969][bookmark: _Toc341851141][bookmark: _Toc341851346]One more addition to our night shift nursing crew is joining the team, coming from Hines Spinal Cord Long Term Residential Care Facility.  Yvette should be on schedule sometime after the holidays.  Our night shift nursing crew now consists of Lenoire Nealy, LPN, and Linda Kolendowicz, RN, and Yvette.  
[bookmark: _Toc341850970][bookmark: _Toc341851142][bookmark: _Toc341851347]Welcome!

















[bookmark: _Toc341850971][bookmark: _Toc341851143][bookmark: _Toc341851348][bookmark: _Toc341857833][bookmark: _Toc341858004][bookmark: _Toc341860416][image: Sad face graphic]Bitter-Sweet Farewells

[bookmark: _Toc341850972][bookmark: _Toc341851144][bookmark: _Toc341851349]	“One day your life 	will flash before 	
[bookmark: _Toc341851350]	your	eyes.  Make sure it’s 	worth watching.” –Unknown

[bookmark: _Toc341850973][bookmark: _Toc341851145][bookmark: _Toc341851351]Technical Career Field (TCF) Interns
[bookmark: _Toc341850974][bookmark: _Toc341851146][bookmark: _Toc341851352]The Blind Rehabilitation Technical Career Field internship program has come to a close.  From August of 2007 to August 2012, the Blind Center hosted 22 interns from all over the United States for 2 year terms under the TCF Internship Program.  These individuals brought a renewed attitude toward Blind Rehabilitation to the Center.  

[bookmark: _Toc341850975][bookmark: _Toc341851147][bookmark: _Toc341851353]The following is a list of TCF Student Interns who passed through the Hines BRC portal sometime in the last 5 years.  Some were able to find employment here at Hines, while others moved on to other Blind Centers and still others on to other life pursuits. We wish them luck in their future endeavors and hope our paths will cross again.









[bookmark: _Toc341850976][bookmark: _Toc341851148][bookmark: _Toc341851354]
Hines Placements
[bookmark: _Toc341850977][bookmark: _Toc341851149][bookmark: _Toc341851355]Kevin Kistner
[bookmark: _Toc341850978][bookmark: _Toc341851150][bookmark: _Toc341851356]Kristen Reinhart
[bookmark: _Toc341850979][bookmark: _Toc341851151][bookmark: _Toc341851357]Amanda Widmer
[bookmark: _Toc341850980][bookmark: _Toc341851152][bookmark: _Toc341851358]Richard Shuck
[bookmark: _Toc341850981][bookmark: _Toc341851153][bookmark: _Toc341851359]Laura Luckow
[bookmark: _Toc341850982][bookmark: _Toc341851154][bookmark: _Toc341851360]Keely Moran
[bookmark: _Toc341850983][bookmark: _Toc341851155][bookmark: _Toc341851361]Francis Evovo
[bookmark: _Toc341850984][bookmark: _Toc341851156][bookmark: _Toc341851362]Emily Bajalis

[bookmark: _Toc341850985][bookmark: _Toc341851157][bookmark: _Toc341851363]Placed at Sister BRC’s
[bookmark: _Toc341850986][bookmark: _Toc341851158][bookmark: _Toc341851364]Peter Heavern
[bookmark: _Toc341850987][bookmark: _Toc341851159][bookmark: _Toc341851365]Lisabeth Causey
[bookmark: _Toc341850988][bookmark: _Toc341851160][bookmark: _Toc341851366]Cori Rasmussen
[bookmark: _Toc341850989][bookmark: _Toc341851161][bookmark: _Toc341851367]Liam Whitney
[bookmark: _Toc341850990][bookmark: _Toc341851162][bookmark: _Toc341851368]Elizabeth Wagner
[bookmark: _Toc341850991][bookmark: _Toc341851163][bookmark: _Toc341851369]Ana Williams
[bookmark: _Toc341850992][bookmark: _Toc341851164][bookmark: _Toc341851370]Tara Wilhelmus
[bookmark: _Toc341850993][bookmark: _Toc341851165][bookmark: _Toc341851371]Christine Yamashige
[bookmark: _Toc341850994][bookmark: _Toc341851166][bookmark: _Toc341851372]Deborah Shook
[bookmark: _Toc341850995][bookmark: _Toc341851167][bookmark: _Toc341851373]Nicole James

[bookmark: _Toc341850996][bookmark: _Toc341851168][bookmark: _Toc341851374]….On to Other Pursuits
[bookmark: _Toc341850997][bookmark: _Toc341851169][bookmark: _Toc341851375]Jenny Luttrell
[bookmark: _Toc341850998][bookmark: _Toc341851170][bookmark: _Toc341851376]Lindsey Crunkleton
[bookmark: _Toc341850999][bookmark: _Toc341851171][bookmark: _Toc341851377]Jenny Doan
[bookmark: _Toc341851000][bookmark: _Toc341851172][bookmark: _Toc341851378]Christopher Kreider







“You miss 100 percent of the shots you never take.” -Wayne Gretzky 



[bookmark: _Toc341851001][bookmark: _Toc341851173][bookmark: _Toc341851379]

Chris DiPompeo,LPN
[bookmark: _Toc341851002][bookmark: _Toc341851174][bookmark: _Toc341851380][image: Photo of Chris DiPompeo]As mentioned in the Winter issue 2012, our night crew nurse Chris  Di Pompeo retired in December 2011 after 32 years of Service at Hines VA Hospital. We sent Chris off to retirement with a Tea and Dinner back in January 2012.  Chris reports that even in retirement she is busier than ever, spending time with her mother and traveling with friends.

[bookmark: _Toc341851003][bookmark: _Toc341851175][bookmark: _Toc341851381][image: Photo of Mary McKinstry]Mary McKinstry, NP
[bookmark: _Toc341851004][bookmark: _Toc341851176][bookmark: _Toc341851382]Retiring May 2012, Mary McKinstry, NP, departs after 6 years at the Blind Center, and 45 years to the Nursing field.  She continues to  enjoy outdoor recreation with her new husband and has been active in cycling with our Veterans on several occasions.

[bookmark: _Toc341851005][bookmark: _Toc341851177][bookmark: _Toc341851383][image: Photo of Debbie Huml]Debbie Huml, RN
[bookmark: _Toc341851006][bookmark: _Toc341851178][bookmark: _Toc341851384]Also in May 2012, we bid farewell to another nurse, Debbie Huml, who retired after 35 
[bookmark: _Toc341851007][bookmark: _Toc341851179][bookmark: _Toc341851385]years in Nursing Service with the Army reserves.  Twenty four of those years with the Blind Center.  She is enjoying retirement with her family.



[bookmark: _Toc341851008][bookmark: _Toc341851180][bookmark: _Toc341851386][image: Photo of Dr. Fedirka]Paul Fedirka, Ph.D.
[bookmark: _Toc341851009][bookmark: _Toc341851181][bookmark: _Toc341851387]July 2012 we celebrated with Dr. Fedirka on his retirement from government service.  We celebrated this milestone with a Tea and Dinner where we reminisced Paul’s career at the Blind Center.  Now Paul is spending his time traveling with his family and playing way too much golf.

[bookmark: _Toc341851010][bookmark: _Toc341851182][bookmark: _Toc341851388][image: Photo of Todd Preusker]Todd Preusker, COMS
[bookmark: _Toc341851011][bookmark: _Toc341851183][bookmark: _Toc341851389]Originally coming to Hines as a Blind Rehabilitation Intern from Northern Illinois University affiliate Blind Rehabilitation program in 2010, then after a 1 year Polytrauma TBI Fellowship and temporary appointment in 
[bookmark: _Toc341851012][bookmark: _Toc341851184][bookmark: _Toc341851390]the Visual Skills area, 2 ½ years later, Todd Preusker accepted a position in Orientation & Mobility, private Services, Milwaukee, WI.  We wish him luck.


[bookmark: _Toc341851013][bookmark: _Toc341851185][bookmark: _Toc341851391][bookmark: _Toc341857834][bookmark: _Toc341858005][bookmark: _Toc341860417]Sad Departures
[bookmark: _Toc341851014][bookmark: _Toc341851186][bookmark: _Toc341851392]It was with heavy hearts that we experienced the loss of two staff members over the summer 2012.  

[bookmark: _Toc341851015][bookmark: _Toc341851187][bookmark: _Toc341851393][image: Photo of Richard Shuck]Computer Access Technology Instructor, Richard Shuck, passed away suddenly this summer.  
[bookmark: _Toc341851188][bookmark: _Toc341851394]Richard first came to the Blind Center as a patient, then a TCF Intern, and then was selected for a CATs area vacancy.  Richard was the very example of what we strive to accomplish at the Blind Center every day.  As a blinded Veteran he came to us for assistance, completed the program, returned to school and gained meaningful employment through his efforts and our assistance.  













[bookmark: _Toc341851189][bookmark: _Toc341851395]






Valerie Allen-Mitchell, LPN
[bookmark: _Toc341851190][bookmark: _Toc341851396]Long time night shift nurse Val, will be sorely missed, after passing away suddenly this past September.  She devoted 30 years to Hines VA 
[bookmark: _Toc341851191][bookmark: _Toc341851397][image: Photo of Valerie Allen]Hospital and served the patients, her colleagues and friends well. 
[bookmark: _Toc341851020][bookmark: _Toc341851192][bookmark: _Toc341851398]Val’s special personality will be missed by patients and staff alike. 

[bookmark: _Toc341851021][bookmark: _Toc341851193][bookmark: _Toc341851399]
We celebrated the lives of these two Blind Center staff members with memorial services in the Hines Chapel, where patients and colleagues expressed their thoughts and memories of these two fine individuals whose lives touched ours in so many ways.  Our condolences are offered to all who knew them.







[bookmark: _Toc341851022][bookmark: _Toc341851194][bookmark: _Toc341851400]“Certain things, they should stay the way they are.  You ought to be able to stick them in one of those big glass cases and just leave them alone.”
[bookmark: _Toc341851023][bookmark: _Toc341851195]-J.D. Salinger, The Catcher in the Rye







[image: TorchLBL]

























[image: FreeStamp]












image4.png




image5.wmf

image6.jpeg
Chris DlPompeo LPN




image7.jpeg
Mary McKinstry,
Nurse Practitioner





image8.jpeg
Debbie Huml, RN




image9.jpeg
Paul Fedirka, PhD.,
Psycologist





image10.jpeg
Todd Preusker, Poly-
Trauma Fellow




image11.jpeg
Richard
Shuck





image12.jpeg




image13.jpeg
ing 113 (124)
Hines V.A. Hospital
Hines, Illinois 60141-9999

|




image14.jpeg
FREE MATTER FOR THE BLIND
& PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED
POSTAL MANUAL PART 135




image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




image3.jpeg
“Let it light the pathways of the blind, that their dignity may be restored.”





