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Hines VA Hospital participates in VA’s Veterans Health Administration celebrating 75 years 

HINES, Ill. — This year, the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) commemorates 75 years of the Veterans Health Administration (VHA). 

Originally established in 1946 as the Department of Medicine & Surgery to care for Veterans returning from World War II, VHA has evolved to meet the unique challenges and care needs of Veterans from every era and at every stage of their lives.

To mark this occasion, Hines VA Hospital is highlighting VHA’s long-standing commitment to putting Veterans at the center of the care experience, recognizing its world-class mission-driven health care professionals and highlighting contributions to medical science.

Along with VHA’s anniversary, Hines is also celebrating its 100th anniversary this year on Oct. 24. Events are planned to commemorate the exemplary care Veterans receive from the facility. 

“As we celebrate this historic VHA milestone, we are presented with an opportunity to look back on Hines’ contributions to Veteran health care as part of VHA’s 75-year history,” said Hines VA Hospital Director James Doelling. “It is also a fitting occasion to recognize the extraordinary efforts of Hines staff and volunteers, especially this year during the COVID-19 pandemic, a testament to us providing Veterans with efficient, quality health care.” 

[bookmark: _GoBack]During its nearly 100-year history, Hines has made vast and wide-reaching contributions as part of VHA’s rich 75-year history to improve the health of Veterans and the entire nation by providing services and technologies that have changed the way health care providers across the country practice medicine. 

Some of Hines’ most notable local contributions include: 
· Hines has approximately 80 Graduate Medical Education (GME) trainees every year and had 94 Associated Health trainees in academic year 2019-2020. It is one of the largest training programs in VA. The skills and knowledge they learn from VHA are implemented in hospitals and clinics across the country. 
· VHA leads the nation in telehealth services, with over 7,627 Veterans using these services at Hines, including videoconference at home or VVC, during the last 4 months. Telehealth service encounters were increased by 61 percent between FY2019 and FY2020, during the COVID-19 pandemic.
· In 1932, the Tumor Research Laboratory, the first research laboratory to receive VA funding specifically for research, was established at Hines.
· In 1977, Hines was awarded the first Center of Excellence in Rehabilitation Engineering Research.
· In 2000, while a rehabilitation research scientist at Hines, Dr. Margot Damaser was awarded the Presidential Early Career Award for Scientists and Engineers.
· In 2012, Dr. Charlesnika Evans, research scientist in the Hines Center of Innovation known as CINCCH, was awarded the Presidential Early Career Award for Scientists and Engineers, the highest honor bestowed by the U.S. Government on science and engineering professionals in the early stages of their independent research careers.
· Hines VA has a long history of commitment to psychology training: In 1946, VA began hiring psychologists in order to treat WW2 Veterans. Their goal was to hire 500 psychologists. At that time, there were not many psychologists in the nation, so VA realized they would have to begin training psychologists in order to hire them into VA. Toward this end, Hines VA created a Psychology Service and hired the first Chief of Psychology in the country. Hines formed a partnership with local academic programs to begin training psychologists. 
· Hines VA was one of 15 sites in the country to first secure American Psychological Association accreditation for its Psychology training program in 1976. 
· Hines VA was the first program (VA or non-VA) in the state of Illinois to secure APA accreditation for our Psychology fellowship program in 2012. 

For more information on Hines’ accomplishments and future projects, contact the public affairs officer, Tanya Schusler, at tanya.schusler@va.gov. 

For more information about VHA’s 75th anniversary, visit https://www.va.gov/vha-history/. 

	



About Edward Hines, Jr. VA Hospital

Edward Hines, Jr. VA Hospital, located 12 miles west of downtown Chicago on a 147-acre campus, offers primary, extended and specialty care to veteran patients in the Chicago area. We are the largest VA in the state of Illinois, where more than a million veterans reside. The hospital treats more than 56,000 veterans from World War II through the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
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